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abstract 
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abstract 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-38 

Method and device relating to the substrate comprising an 
embedded fibre connector component and an embedded fibre 
optic. 

1.1. claims: 1-37 

Method and device relating to the substrate comprising an 
embedded fibre connector component and an embedded fibre 
optic optically connected to the embedded fibre connector 
component, the connector component being suitable for 
forming a fibre abutment connection with a second fibre 
optic. 

1.2. claim: 38 

a connector component suitable for providing a fibre 
abutment connection between a second fibre optic and an 
embedded connector component. 



2. claims: 39-45 

Automatically operable machine system suitable for exposing 
the fibre connector component embedded in a substrate and 
related program instruction code. 



Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not 
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched 
without effort justifying an additional fee. 
1. Reference is made to the following document: 

Du: EP 1 150 145 Al (cited by the applicant) 
Dl: US 2002 136498 Al 

The reasons for the objection is as follows: 

2.1 From a comparison of the disclosure of the prior art Du with the 

technical features of the group of claims, the following special 
technical features (STF) according to Rule 13.2 PCT have been identified: 

Invention 1: Claims 1-38: 

la) Claims 1-37: Method and device relating to the substrate 
comprising an embedded fibre connector component and an embedded fibre 
optic optically connected to the embedded fibre connector component, the 
connector component being suitable for forming a fibre abutment 
connection with a second fibre optic. 

lb) Claim 38: a connector component suitable for providing a fibre 
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abutment connection between a second fibre optic and an embedded 
connector component. 

STF = a fibre abutment connection between the embedded fibre 
connector component and the second fibre optic, wherein the second fibre 
optic 1s for guiding radiation between the embedded fibre connector 
component and a surface connector. 

From this STF the problem to be solved is to provide an Improved 
coupling between the embedded and surface connectors. 

Invention 2: Claims 39-45: Automatically operable machine system 
suitable for exposing the fibre connector component embedded in a 
substrate and related program instruction code. 

STF = automatic operation 

From this STF, the problem to be solved is to provide a versatile 
machine system suitable for providing an access to embedded connectors. 

In assessing STF of Invention 2, the following is to be taken into 
account: 

The novelty of the subject matter of claim 39 (which appears to 
lack essential features) is anticipated by any mechanical drill. An 
excimer laser system operable to expose the embedded fibre connector 
component (cl . 40) has been anticipated by Dl (paragraphs 36,65-66). 

2.5 A comparison of the two different groups of STF's shows that 
there are neither equal nor corresponding STF's. 

The special technical features, representing the contribution over 
the prior art, and the problems to be solved by the respective inventions 
are all different. 

A comparison of the objective problems of these groups, all seen in 
the light of the description and drawings of the present application, 
indicates that no technical correspondence between the objective problems 
exists. The inventions also do not show any corresponding technical 
effect. The fact that (some of) the inventions could (or will) be used 
together is not sufficient to acknowledge unity of the invention. 

Therefore, the technical relationship between the respective 
inventions, as required by Rule 13.1 is lacking, and the requirement for 
unity of invention referred to in Article 17(3)(a) PCT is not fulfilled. 

3. In addition that the subject-matter of claims 39-45 is not unitary 
with the subject-matter of claims 1-38: 

a) the subject-matter of claims 39-43 attempts to define a machine system 
by operation it performs, i.e., in terms of method features (Article 6 
PCT) ; 

b) the subject-matter of claims 44-45 attempts to define a program 
product without program product being actually disclosed 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 206 



Continuation of Box 3. 

Connector component of incompletely searched independent claim 38 has 

been defined „ . _,. ... 

without any technical features as merely suitable for providing a fibre 

abutment connection. 



Further defect(s) under Article 17(2)(a): 
Continuation of Box 3. 
Claims Nos.: 46-54 



The subject-matter of non-searched claims 46-54 is defined merely by 
references to the accompanying drawings. 

According to Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references 
except where absolutely necessary, 
which is not the case here. 
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